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Rehoming Service
Adoption Applicant Enquiry Questionnaire

***All personal details remain confidential***
Date:__________
	Applicants Full Name:
	

	Address:
	

	Phone Number:
	(H)                                                              (M)

	Email Address:
	

	Signed:
	


Please consider the following terms and conditions before you continue to complete this application form.

To be considered as a guardian of these magnificent animals there are certain requirements that must be met.

ALL requests to adopt MUST be made via our adoption application form.

This questionnaire is to enable our rehoming service to assess if you are aware of the commitments in owning a large breed dog and whether or not the service has a dog suitable to your circumstances.
Your property must be fully fenced with suitable kennel arrangements for the animal when the owners are not at home.

We will not refer dogs to anyone who will not allow the GSD to have some access to the home while they are home or who expect it to sleep outside at night without adequate shelter. We also refuse referral to anyone who cannot demonstrate they have the time, energy and physical capacity to train and exercise a German Shepherd.

If you own a cat you must be realistic in your expectations of an early peaceful relationship. German Shepherds are high drive animals and it will take work for a cat and dog to live together harmoniously. If you have more than 2 house cats please do not even consider a German Shepherd, as we feel it will cause too much stress for all concerned.
Dog's to order - we do not 'rehome to order' so requests for large bone, dark masked, coat type and colour with a guarantee on hip and elbow dysplasia and strong ear set are best directed to a breeder. 
Please consider the financial outgoings of owning a large breed dog.

Large breed dogs do create a financial outlay of around $1,500 per annum to feed, register, and vaccinate, without any other additional vet costs due to illness or accident. Many dogs are relinquished by their owners for this very reason. Please be sure you are in a financial position to be able to maintain a German Shepherd Dog.
Please also consider the time you have available to give to this animal. A German Shepherd is an intelligent dog and as such needs regular exercise, training and mind stimulation. Without this adequate time given, the animal is easily distracted and becomes bored very quickly, which leads to mischief and destructive behavior.
PLEASE PROVIDE ANSWERS TO ALL QUESTIONS AND WHERE NECESSARY PROVIDE EXTRA DETAIL.

	Q1.  Have you ever owned a German Shepherd Dog
	YES
	NO

	Please provide details of ownership.


	
	

	Q2 - If you are not familiar with the GSD breed (ie. having never owned one) have you done any research into the breed to try to determine that the breed suits you?
	
	

	Please provide some details.

	YES
	NO

	Q3. Why do you feel a GSD is the dog for you?
	N/A
	N/A

	Reply:


	
	


	Q4. – Who will be the main caretaker of the dog?
Reply:


	
	

	Q5. - Do you have children?  If so what are their ages? (Note: Not all dogs are used to children.)
Please circle:

0 – 5                   6 – 10                       11 – 15                         16 – 18                        Over 18 
	YES
	NO

	Q6. - Have you considered how your GSD would be integrated into the family situation when/if you do have a child?  

Would your dog remain fully included in your family?
Reply: 


	YES
	NO

	Q7. Do you have anyone with physical disabilities in your household?

(Note: Some GSD’s may not be familiar with special equipment necessary, etc.)

Reply:


	YES
	NO

	Q8. Do you have regular tradespeople/cleaning lady/ gardener/carers etc attending your home.

If so, what arrangement will be made for the security of the dog?

Reply:


	YES
	NO


	Q9. Do you own your own home?


	YES
	NO

	Q10. - If not a homeowner, do you have the owner's/landlord's permission to take in a dog? 
What documentation do you have to support this?

Reply:


	YES
	NO

	Q11. - Do you have a well maintained securely fenced yard, including secure gates? 
(Note: Councils have large fines for owners of dogs found wandering at large, more so if they get into mischief.)


	YES
	NO

	Q12. Do you have an adequately protected kennel area outside?

Please describe:
	YES
	NO

	Q13. - Do you allow your pets inside your home? 
What areas will it have access to – eg tiled only, kitchen/family room/whole house
Reply: 


	YES
	NO

	Q14. Where does/will your dog sleep? Please be specific eg laundry, kitchen area, outside at back door.
Reply: 


	
	

	Q15. - What type of outside shelter is available for your dog? (i.e. from wind, rain, sun etc) Does this include an area where the dog can be comfortably sheltered whilst you are out during either wet, cold or hot days?
Reply:

	YES
	NO

	Q16.- Is there going to be anyone at home during the day with your GSD?  
Please provide details as to how the dog will be provided for if alone all day.

Reply:

	YES
	NQ

	Q17. Are you aware of the Council regulations governing large breed dogs?

(Many Councils require specific regulations re the maintaining of large dogs, as well as charging high registrations fees.)


	YES
	NO


	Q18. Do you currently own a dog?

If so, what breed and sex? (Not all GSD’s like small dogs!)
Reply:

	YES
	NO

	Q19. Please describe your current dog (if you have one). Please include behaviour, temperament, personality, etc.

Reply:

	YES
	NO

	Q20. Have you ever put a pet up for adoption, taken it to a shelter or sold it? Explain.


	YES
	NO

	Q21. Do you have any other pets or farm stock?

If Yes, please provide brief details. (Note: This helps with introducing you to a possibly suitable animal.)

Reply:

 
	YES
	NO

	Q22. – Have you considered the costs involved in owning a larger Breed (i.e. vet care, vaccinations, worming, cost of boarding if necessary, food costs, professional grooming if necessary etc ) Pet Insurance may be a consideration.
Reply:


	YES
	NO

	Q23. Do you have a regular Vet?
	YES
	NO



	Q24. – Are you aware that the GSD requires quality time and mental stimulation in the form of training, play, bonding & physical activity each day?  

Does your lifestyle allow you/your family to spend this quality time with your dog?

How many hours a day can you devote to exercising and grooming your dog?
Reply:
You will be offered 4 free weeks Training at any one of the German Shepherd Dog Club of Victoria Inc. 11 Training Venues
	YES
YES
	NO
NO


	Q25. – Do you have a preference for a Male or Female GSD?
Male   Y/N      Female    Y/N      No Preference   Y   


	
	

	Q26. – What age of dog (approx) would you prefer?


	
	


	Please give any ADDITIONAL INFORMATION you feel we should know ……
	
	

	
	
	


DISCLAIMER: The German Shepherd Dog Club of Victoria acts as a REFERRAL point for people wishing to rehome adult dogs and also for people offering a home to adult dogs. In the majority of cases, the Club has not seen the dog, knows little of its background and gives no warranty as to its suitability for rehoming, its health status, vaccination status or its temperament. The Club simply acts as a point of contact. 
There will be an administrative charge for all rehomed dogs of $50. However under no circumstances does the German Shepherd Dog Club of Victoria offer any warranty or guarantee with these dogs.

In completing and submitting this form you acknowledge that the information you have provided is true and correct.
Complete this questionnaire and email it back to rehoming@gsdcv.org.au as soon as possible

Thank you for considering adopting a German Shepherd Dog/Bitch.
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